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Art Dusseldorf ART DUSSELDORF SHARPENS ITS CURATORIAL FOCUS
Press Release Alongside Walter Gehlen: Gilles Neiens takes on the newly created position
November 5, 2025 of Artistic Director

Photo by Achim Hehn

Art Diisseldorf [April 17-19, 2026] is taking a significant step in its strategic
development: For the first time, the position of Artistic Director has been
created to further establish the fair as an innovative and dynamic platform
for contemporary art. With Gilles Neiens - an experienced curator and
networker - a proven expert assumes this key role. At the same time, the
Art DUsseldorf board is being expanded to further strengthen its professio-
nal expertise.

STRATEGIC DEVELOPMENT

With the new position of Artistic Director, Art Disseldorf is enhancing both
its content and organizational structure. Gilles Neiens will be responsible for
the fair’s curatorial and programmatic direction, developing new themes,
and deepening cooperation with galleries, artists, and partner institutions.
Particular attention will be paid to enhancing the fair’s content profile and
expanding gallery participation - a central pillar for its future positioning in
the international context.
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“The art world is undergoing change. It is now crucial for Art Disseldorf to
further sharpen the fair’s curatorial and thematic profile. With the appoint-
ment of Gilles Neiens, we are sending a clear signal for the future. While |
will continue to oversee all organizational and strategic management, Gilles
will provide new impulses in terms of content and curation.”

Walter Gehlen, Director of Art Diisseldorf

“I'm very much looking forward to continuing my work with the Art Dussel-
dorf team and our partners to shape the fair as a place of dialogue, discove-
ry, and artistic innovation. With new curated sections and a clear thematic
focus, we aim to position Art Dusseldorf unmistakably within the internatio-
nal fair calendar.”

Gilles Neiens, Artistic Director of Art Diisseldorf

Photo by Achim Hehn

Gilles Neiens, born in Esch-sur-Alzette (Luxembourg) in 1985, has been
associated with Art Disseldorf for four years and is jointly responsible for
the decisive success of the trade fair in the Rhineland.
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A crossover between art history, the art market, and the independent
scene: After studying Modern German Literature and Romance Studies in
Freiburg and Madrid and completing further training in “Management in
the Art Market” in Berlin, Gilles Neiens initially held management positions
in art market marketing at Monopol and various international galleries. As
a freelance curator, he was responsible for several international exhibition
projects and was, until 2018, part of the ,,insitu® curatorial collective with its
own project space in Berlin. Since 2021, he has been part of the

Art Dusseldorf team, most recently as Gallery & Show Manager. Working
closely with Director Walter Gehlen, he has helped to shape and refine the
fair’s profile and attract leading international galleries as dedicated partici-
pants. This successful course will now be continued.

EXPANSION OF THE JURY

In parallel with the appointment of the new Artistic Director, the Art DUs-
seldorf board will be expanded to include two new members: Leonie Lang
(Esther Schipper, Berlin - Paris - Seoul - New York) and Julius Woeste
(Petrine, Paris / Diisseldorf). With their experience and perspectives from
the operational gallery context, they will bring valuable input to the concep-
tual development of the fair. The board, as an advisory body, will continue to
ensure the quality and relevance of the fair’s program.

THE BOARD OF ART DUSSELDORF FOR 2026

Laura Attanasio / PACE

Thomas Krinzinger / KRINZINGER
Leonie Lang / ESTHER SCHIPPER
Linn LGhn / LINN LUHN

Max Mayer / GALERIE MAX MAYER
Alexander Sies / SIES+HOKE

Julius Woeste / PETRINE
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The Jury: Laura Attanasio / PACE, Photo: Doro Zinn. Thomas Krinzinger / Krinzinger, Photo: Privat.
Leonie Lang / Esther Schipper, Photo: Nils Mdller. Linn Lihn / Linn Lihn, Photo: Albrecht Fuchs. Max
Mayer / Galerie Max Mayer, Photo: Marko Seifert. Alexander Sies / Sies+Hoke, Photo: Privat. Julius
Woeste / Petrine, Photo: Aurélien Mole.
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More Information
www.art-dus.de

CONTACT

Press Communication and Marketing
Kathrin Luz Dr. Annalena Roters

art.fair International GmbH Art.Fair International GmbH
Maria-Hilf-Str. 9 Maria-Hilf-Str. 9

50677 Koln 50677 Koln

M +49171 310 2472 M +49 151 554 805 02

kl@luz-communication.de roters@art-dus.de


https://art-dus.de/de/faq-fuer-galerien/

